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Eric Garner Case Video
According to Mendelsohn's theory on victims’ degree of responsibility/culpability in their victimization, considering his six typologies, what typology best fits Eric Garner’s incident, why?  The theory that best fits Eric Garner is an innocent victim. Eric Garner died due to excessive use of force by a police officer for allegedly peddling illegal cigarettes. Eric Garner was tired of endless harassment and resisted arrest, the police officer was subjected to an illegal chokehold and pinned to the ground. The police used excessive force on Eric Garner for compliance. Eric Garner died as a result of the chokehold and compression of the chest during the physical confrontation with the police officers. Eric Garner was an innocent victim since he was approached and arrested on suspicion of selling the untaxed cigarettes due to his racial color.
Do you feel Eric Garner’s level of responsibility (if you feel he had any at all) mitigates the incident to the point of the officer receiving no punishment? Eric Garner was tired of endless harassment by police officers for allegedly selling illegal cigarettes. Eric Garner struggled to breathe while on the ground and lost consciousness. The police officers did not bother to resuscitate the victim. Eric Garner was overweight and had heart problems, the police officers style of confrontation with the victim was clearly unnecessary. The chokehold by the arresting officer Daniel Pantaleo was forbidden by the NYPD. The victim was unarmed with a history of minor demeanours but the excessive force used by the police officer led to the police officer receiving no punishment. The police officer made a swift decision to use the excessive force on Eric Garner due to the color of his skin.
Do you think the "just world hypothesis" played a role in why the grand jury's decision not to indict the officer? The Just World hypothesis claims that people get what they deserve hence justify injustice by naming one of the victim’s wrong doing. This hypothesis claims that the world is just and every person deserves what they get. In Eric Garner’s case, the grand jury did not indict the arresting officer because Eric Garner had a history of misdemeanours. The Just World Hypothesis by the Grand jury was that Eric Garner had dozens of arrests, shouted at the police officers, resisted arrest and refused to be frisked. The Grand jury believed that the victim was consequently guilty of the alleged crimes and that the police officers used the necessary force to make sure that the victim complied hence they made the decision not to indict the police officer.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Do you even think Eric Garner was a victim, why or why not? I believe that Eric Garner was a victim of excessive use of force due to his racial color. Eric Garner may have had a history of arrests but this should have led the police officers to use excessive force on the unarmed victim. The NYPD also prohibited the use of chokehold by police officers but yet the arresting officer Daniel Pantaleo used the method.

